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REPLY TO GENERAL HOWARD.
*The war's over, bat the fighting's just begun.”

AVING recently read the ac-
count of the ‘‘ Campaign and
Battle of Gettysburg,” by General O.
O. Howard, in the July number of the
‘¢ Atlantic Monthly,” I feel called up-
on, in justice to myself as well as in
the general interest of truthful history,
to correct some of the errors in that
article. My purpose is not to attempt
a description of that famous battle,
which covered three of the most anx-
ious days of our struggle for national
perpetuity, but simply to give, from
personal knowledge and other evi-
dence, a concise and correct account of
those particular operations, on the first
day of the engagement, which General
Howard has scen fit to present in such
a manner as to arrogate to himself
services and honors which impartial
history must assign to others.

When General Reynolds fell, the
command of our forces at the front
devolved on General Howard as the
scnior officer. The Confederate army
was advancing toward the town of
Gettysburg. Our troops were sorcly
pressed, and at best were only ade-
quate to the duty, important in itself,
of retarding the enemy’s hitherto tri-
umphant progress, until our army
could be concentrated, on an advanta-
geous line, for a general engagement.
After Reynolds’s death, when General
Buforqd said, ‘‘ There scems to be no
directing person,” and, *‘ We need a
controlling spirit,” the Commanding
General of the Army sent me forward
to the scene of action with an order
superseding General Howard. It is
only natural that a soldier should feel
chagrined at being thus relieved, by a
junior, on the field. Acting under that
fecling, General Howard wrote Gene-
ral Meade a letter in which he said:
‘‘ General Hancock’s order to assume
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command . ., . has mortified and
will disgrace me.” With these few
words of explanation it will be easier
to account for the special plea in the
*¢ Atlantic ” article, to shield its au-
thor from the lack of confidence ap-
parently implied in the order super-
seding him in command.

To give a clear understanding of
the operations which General Howard
has misstated, it is necessary that I
should begin with the movements of
my own command on the first day of
the battla,

On the morning of July 1, in accord-
ance with orders from General Meade,
the Second corps marched from Union-
town to Taneytown, where it arrived
about 11 A. M. The troops were im-
mediately massed, and I reported in
person at headquarters of the Army of
the Potomac, which were then at that
point. 'While there, General Meade
informed me of his plan for the com-
ing battle. He stated, in general
terms, that his intention was to fight
on Pipe creck; that he had not exam-
ined the ground, but, judging from
his maps, it was the strongest position
he could find; that the Engineers were
examining and mapping it, and that
he had made an order for the move-
ment to occupy that line. General
Reynolds was in the advance in com-
mand of the left wing of the army,
consisting of the First, Third, and
Eleventh corps, with General Buford’s
cavalry. I returned to my corps
headquarters, and shortly afterward
Gencral Meade received information
that Reynolds, with the First and
Eleventh corps (Howard’s) and Bu-
ford's cavalry, was engaged with tke
enemy at Gettysburg. Bubsequently,
at about 1 p. M., he heard that Rey-
nolds was either killed or mortally
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wounded. General Meade came im-
mediately to my headquarters and
told me to transfer the command of
the Second corps to Gencral Gibbon,
and proceed at once to the front, and
in the event of the truth of the report
of General Reynolds's death or disabil-
ity, to assume command of the corps
on that field—the First and Eleventh,
and the Third which was at Emmetts-
burg. I reminded him that General
Caldwell, commanding the First divi-
sion of the Becond corps, was senior
to General Gibbon, and that General
Howard was senior to myself as Major
Gencral of Volunteers. (The commis-
sions of Generals Howard and Sickles,
as Major Generals of Volunteers, bore
the same date a8 my own, but their
commissions as Brigadiers antedated
mine, and that determined our relative
rank as Major Generals of Volunteers.)
Hereplied that he had a communication
from the Secretary of War authorizing
him to make such changes as he saw fit
in his commanders, and that any
changes made by him would be sustain-
ed by the Secretary and the President.
Accordingly, written orders directing
me to proceed to the front and assume
eommand of our forces on the field
were furnished me on the spot, and
read as follows:

IIEADQUARTERS ARMY OF POTOMAO,
July 1, 1863—1:10 p. 2.
Commanding Officer, Second Corps.

The Mnjor General commanding has just been
informed that General Revnolds has been killed,
or badly wounded, He directs that you turn over
the command of your corps to General Gibbon,
that you proceed to the front, and by virtue of
this order, in case of the truth of General Rey-
nolds’s death, yon assume command of the corps
there assembied, viz.: the Eleventh, First, and
Third at Winmettsburg. If you think the ground
and position there a better one to fight a battle
nnder existing circumstances, you will so advise
the Generul, and he will order all the troops up.
You know the General's views, and General War-
ren, who 13 fully aware of them, has gone out to
sce General Reynolds.

LATER—1:15 P. 2.

Reynolds has posseasion of Gettysburg, and the
enemy are reported as falling back from the front
of Gettysburg. Hold your column ready to move.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. BUTTERFIELD,
Mbsjor General and Chief of Staff.

It will be observed that, having
been informed of General Meade's in-
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tentions to form his forces for the com-
ing conflict on the line of Pipe creek,
these orders required me not only to
assume command of the troops at the
front, but also to examine the ground
at Qettysburg, and if I thought the
position there a better one to fight a
battle under existing circumstances, I
was s0 to advise him and he would or-
der his whole army up.

The moment these instructions were
given me I turncd over the command
of the Becond corps to General Gib-
bon, and then started with my person-
al staff at a very rapid pace for the
battleficld, which was distant about
thirteen miles. On the way we met
an ambulance containing the dead
body of the heroic Reynolds. Owing
to the peculiar formation of the coun-
try,’ or the direction of the wind at
the time, it was not until we had come
within & few miles of the field that we
heard the roar of the conflict then go-
ing on. I hurried to the front, and
8aw our troops retreating in disorder
and confusion from the town, closely
followed by the enemy, General
Howard was on the crest of Cemetery
hill, apparently endeavoring to stop
the retreat of his troops, many of
whom were passing over the hill and
down the Baltimore pike. A portion
of Stcinwehr’s division of Howard's
corps, which had Leen stationed on
Cemetery hill by order of General
Reynolds, was still in position there,
and bad thus far taken no part in the
battle. (Bates’s ¢ Gettysburg,” p. 69.)

As soon as I arrived on the ficld, at
about 8:30 p. M., I rode directly to
the crest of the hill where General
Howard stood, and said to him that I
had been sent by Gencral Meade to
take command of all the forces pres-
ent; that I had written orders to that
effect with me, and asked him if he
wished to read them. He replied that
he did not, but acquiesced in my as-
sumptien of command. As it was
necessary at once to establish order in
the confused mass of his troops on
Cemctery hill and the Baltimore pike,
I lost no time in conversation, but at
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once rode away and bent myself to
the pressing task of making such dis-
positions as would prevent the enemy
from seizing that vital point; and
from that moment until evening, when
I transferred the command to General
Slocum, I exercised positive and vig-
orous command over all the troops
present, and General Howard, so far
as my knowledge goes, gave no orders
save to the troops of his own corps,
the Eleventh.

This brings me to the first of the in-
correct statements which I wish to no-
tice in General Howard’s article. On
page 58 he writes as follows:

At this moment, 4:30 P. M., according to the
time I had gone by all day, General Hancock ap-
peared. (He reports to the Committee on the Con-
dact of the War that he was at Cemetery hill by
8:30 p. ».) General Doubleday states that his
troops did not commence to give way till a quarter
before four ; and surely it was half an hour later
than this that he was leading his corps into posi-
tion on Cemetery ridge, where he and I first met
Hancock. General Hancock greeted me in his
usual frank and cordial manner, and nsed these
words : * General Meade has sent me to represent
him on the fleld." I replled, ‘ All right, Han-
cock. This is no time for talking. You take the
left of the pike and I will arrange these troops to
the right.” He said no more, and moved off in
his peculiar gallant style to gather scattered brig-
ades and put them into position. I noticed that
he sent Wadsworth's division, without consulting
me, to the right of the Eleventh corps, to Culp’s
hill ; but as it was just the thing to do 1 made no
objection—probably would not have made any in
any cvent—but worked away, assisted by my offi-
cers, organlzing and arranging batteries and in-
fantry along the stone wall and fences toward
Gettysburg, and along the northern crest of the
ridge. It did not strike me then that Hancock,
without troops, was doing more than directing
matters as a temporary chicf of stall for Meade.

‘In the next paragraph of his article
(page 59) General Howard states that
the order superscding him came *‘ just
before night,” and on the same page
appears his letter of complaint, inter-
cession, and excuse to General Meade,
dated July 1, which reads thus:

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CoRPs, July 1, 18683.
Major General Meade, commanding Army of the
Potomac.

GexNERAL : General Hancock's order to assume
command reached here in writing at seven (p. ).
At that time, General Slocum being present, hav-
ing just arrived at this point, I turned over the
command to him. This evening I have read an
order stating that if General Slocam was present,
he would assume command.

1 believe I have handled those two corps to-day
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from a little past cleven until four o’clock—when
General Hancock aseisted me in carrying out or
ders which I had already issued—as well as any of
your corps commanders could have done. Had
we received reinforccments a little sooner, the
first position assumed by General Reynolds and
held by General Doubleday till my corps came up
might have been maintained ; bus the position
was not a good one because both flanks were ex

posed, and a heavy force approaching from the
north roads rendered it untenable, being already
turned, so that I was forced to retire the com-
mand to the position now occapled, which I regard
as a very strong one.

The above has mortified and will disgrace me.
Please {nform me frankly if you disapprove my
conduct to-day, that I may know what to do. I
am, General,

Very respectfully your obedient servant,
0. 0. Howarp,
Major General Commanding.

The points at issue in the foregoing
extract and letter are: the time of my
arrival on the field, the time that Gen-
eral Howard relinquished command,
and the meaning of the orders I bore
from General Meade.

With rcference to the first—the
hour of my arrival—I do not know
what time General Howard *‘ had gone
by all day,” but the time of my arriv-
al on the field was noted by my chicf
of staff and other staff officers, and I
am well assured that I fixed it quite
accurately in my testimony before the
Committee on the Conduct of the
War. As I have already stated, I left
Tancytown shortly after recciving my
instructions (1:15 p. M.) and rode to-
ward Gettysburg at a very rapid gait.
I arrrived at Cemetery hill by 8:30
P. M., having had over two hours in
which to travel the thirteen miles—a
distance very casily covered in that
time. And, deeply impressed as I
was with the importance of the duty
entrusted to me, with Reynolds killed
and the encmy pressing on, it is easy
to understand that I wasted no time
upon the road. My official report of
the battle fixes the time of my arrival
on the field at even an earlier hour—
three o'clock—and I am certain that I
met General Howard not later than
8:30 P. M. In his letter to General
Meade, quoted above, General Howard
himsclf admits that I was there mak-
ing dispositions of troops at 4 p. M.
There is abundance of direct and cir-
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cumstantial evidence to show that I
was on the field as early as half-past
three. The exact moment of my ar-
rival on the field, however, I do not
consider of great importance—the es-
sential matter is, the condition of af-
fairs at the time of my arrival and as-
suming command, and what subse-
quently transpired.

‘With reference to the hour at which
General Howard yielded his commang,
he says in that letter to General
Meade, *‘ General Hancock’s order to
assume command reached here in writ-
ing at seven (p. M.).” The apparent
intention of that sentence is to convey
the impression that he had no knowl-
edge of the existence of that order
until that time. But while it may be
that 7 p. M. of that day was the
time he received from the Adjutant
General of the army his copy of the
written order, it was not the first
time that day he had the opportunity
to see that order, because, as I havo
stated, I offered to show him the ori-
ginal in writing when I first met him
on the ficld and assumed command at
about 3:30 P. M. He then said he did
not desire to see it, and immediately
yielded the command to me. And
further, if he pretended to transfer the
command to General Slocum at 7 . M.,
when, he says, ‘‘ General Hancock’s
order to assume command” reached
him in writing, he was doing that
which he had no authority to do. He
knew that he was not vested with the
command at that time; he knew that
be had yielded it to me, without pro-
test, when I arrived on the field and
informed him that I bad an order from
General Meade to assume command of
our forces; he knew that, by virtue of
that order and his own relinquishment,
I was formally vested with the com-
mand, and had actively exercised it
from the moment of my arrival until
the close of the day, ‘‘when,” as I
stated in my testimony before the
Committee on the Conduct of the War,
¢ General Slocum arrived, he being
my senior and not included in this or-
der to me, I turned the command over
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to him.” In fact General Meade in-
structed me verbally, through General
Butterfield, chief of staff, before I left
for the front, that I was to do so.

With reference to the meaning of
the written order I received from Gen-
eral Meade to assume command of our
forces on the field, I must say that in
view of the fact that I stated its sub-
stance, and offered to hand the order
itself to General Howard when I met
him on Cemetery hill, his acquiescence
therein, and the fact that, to his per-
sonal knowledge, I assumed immediate
command of those forces and exer-
cised the same for some hours, it isin-
comprehensible to me how he can
state, as he does in the extract already
quoted, that it did not strike him then
¢ that Hancock, without troops, was
doing more than directing matters as
a temporary chief of staff for Meade.”
Certainly that statement does not ac-
cord with the facts as they existed,
and as I have related them. Recur-
ring to this point, General Howard,
on page 60, says:

As I understood the matter at the time, Gene-
ral Meade really intended, and Hancock so im-
plied in his conversation with me, that he (Han-
cock) was to represent Meade, as Butterfield, the
chief of staff, would have done, on the fleld of
battle,

In the first place General Meade
could not have so intended, for, in his
conversation with me at Taneytown,
and in his written order directing me
to assume command of the forces on
the field, it is clear as sunlight that he
““really intended,” and so directed,
that General Howard should be super-
seded; and in the second place, know-
ing that General Meade had assigned
me to that duty, having his written
order in my pocket, it.is impossible
that I could have conveyed to General
Howard the implication above quoted.
My action and orders on the field show
that I had no such idea of my dutics
as now occurs to General Howard.
‘When I moved off, as he says, ‘‘to
gather scattered brigades and put them
into position,” and when I sent Wads-
worth’s division to Culp’s hill, with-
out consulting him, he knew I was ex-
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ercising authority which no staff offi-
cer would have dared to personally
exercise under any circumstances. At
6 P. M. General Meade telegraphed to
General Halleck: ‘‘ General Reynolds
was killed this morning, early in the
action. I immediately scnt up Gene-
ral Hancock to assume command.”
But to be more explicit: I assert posi-
tively that I never implied in any con-
versation with General Howard that
when I arrived at Gettysburg on that
occasion I ‘‘ was to represent Meade as
Butterfield, the chief of staff, would
have done, on the field of battle.”
General Howard claims (page 58)
that there was an understanding be-
tween us whereby I was to take charge
of the troops on the left of the turn-
pike while he arranged those on the
right. He does not disclose the fact
that I exercised independent powers,
but in his letter to General Meade, al-
ready quoted, says, ‘‘ General Hancock
assisted me in carrying out orders
which I had already issued.” Now, I
had no such understanding with Gene-
ral Howard, and I did not so assist
him in carrying out orders which he
had already issued. The only pretext
for his statement of such an under-
standing is, that as I was about riding
away to the left I understood him to
indicate to me that he would prefer
the right, where his troops were then
posted, for his own position, and he
said that he would be found there per-
sonally; but there was no division of
command between General Howard
and myself. Indeed, one of the first
orders I gave on assuming the com-
mand was for the troops of the Elev-
enth corps (Howard’s) to be pushed
forward to the stone walls in the next
ficld to give room for development,
and to deter the enemy’s advance.
And about the same time I addressed
a few words to his' own troops on the
left of the pike with a view to encour-
age them to hold the position while
our lines were forming. I then rode
on to place the First corps further to
the left, in order that we should cover
the whole of Cemetery hill, only a
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small portion of which was occupied
when I arrived upon the field. Gene-
ral Doubleday, commanding the First
corps, after the fall of Reynolds, can
give positive evidence that I assumed
immediate command and directed the
dispositions of his troops, as soon as he
fell back to Cemetery hill. General
Buford was also directed by me to hold
his command in the flat to the left and
front of Cemetery hill as long as pos-
sible in order to give me time to form
our line of battle on the hill itself. I
took charge of all our forces on the
field, as my orders directed me to do,
and, seeing the importance of the
point, immediately sent Wadsworth’s
division and a battery to occupy Culp’s
hill. T had no idea of consulting
General Howard as to the propriety of
that movement, which he states he
noticed, but to which he ‘‘ made no
objection.” I ordered the movement
because, as commander of the troops,
and being responsible for what was
done on the field, I considered it proper
that it should be promptly made.

In regard to the service done by
that division and the battery om the
occasion referred to, I give the follow-
ing extract from one of General Lee’s
dcspatches, as quoted in an article on
Gettysburg, by the late Brigadier Gen-
eral C. H. Morgan:

With reference to Ewell’s advance upon Culp’s
hil], Lee's rcport says:

¢ General Ewell was therefore instructed to car-
ry the hill occupled by the enemy if he found it
practicable, but to avoid a general engagement
until the arrival of the other divisions which wera
ordered to hasten forward. In the mean time the
enemy occupied the point which General Ewell
designed to seize (Cuip’s hill).” :

Before proceeding further I shall
quote a despatch to Major General
Halleck, General-in-Chief, from Gen-
eral Meade, a portion of the latters
testimony before the Committee on
the Conduct of the War, a part of the
testimony of General Warren, chief
engineer of the Army of the Potomac,
before the same committee, with my
own verbal despatch to General Meade,
just after my arrival on the field, sent
by my aide, all of which are given to
show that his intentions and instrue-
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tions to me, and my understanding of
the same, were in perfect accord in re-
gard to the fact that I was scnt to Get-
tysburg to relieve General Howard of
the command of all our forces there,
and to determine and inform General
Meade whether or not, in my opinion,
Gettysburg was the place to fight the
battle.

General Meade’s despatch to General
Halleck is as follows:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
VIA FREDBRICK, July 1, 1863—6 P. M.

General Halleck.

The First and Eleventh corps have been en-
gazed all day in front of Gettysburg. The
Twelfth, Third, and Fifth have been moving up,
and all, I hope, by this time on the field. This
leaves only the Sixth, which will move up to-
night. General Reynolds was killed this morn-
ing early in the action. I immediately sent up
General Hancock to assume command. A, P.
Hill and Ewell are certainly concentrating. Long-
street's whereabouts I do not know. If he is not
up to-morrow, I hope, with the force I have con-
centrated, to defeat Hill and Ewell ; at any rate [
8ee 1o other course than to hazard a general bat-
tle. Circumstances during the night may alter
this decision, of which I will try to advise you.

I'have telegraphed Couch that if he can threat-
en Ewell's rear from Harrisburg, without endan-
gering himself, to do so.

GEORGE G. MEADE, Major General.

At the time the above telegram was
written the S8econd corps (whose posi-
tion General Meade does not give) was
on the march to and within a few
miles of the battlefield.

General Mcade, in his testimony be-
fore the Committee on the Conduct of
the War, page 330, says:

On the 1st day of July, my headguarters being
at Taneytown, and having directed the advance of
two corps the previous day to Gettysburg, with
the intention of occupying that place, about one
or two o'clock in the day, I should think, I re-
ceived information that the advance of my army,
under Major General Reynolds of the First corps,
on their reaching Gettysburg had encountered
the enemy in force, and that the First and Elev-
enth corps were at that time engaged in a contest
with such portions of the enemy as were there.

The moment I received this information I di-
rected Mujor General Hancock, who was with me
at the time, to proceed without delay to the sccne
of the contest, and having in view this prelimina-
ry order which I had {ssued to him as well as to
other corps commandcrs [the order referred to
here was the one for the proposed occupation of
the general line of Pipe Clay creek]), I directed
him to make an examination of the ground in the
neighborhood of Gettysburg, and to report to me,
without loss of time, the facilities and advantages
or disadvantages af that ground for receiving bat-

GETTYSBURG.

[DECEMBER,

tle. I furthermore instructed him that in case,
upon his arrival at Gettysburg—a place which I
bad never seen in my life, and had no more knowl-
edge of than you have now—he should find the
position unsuitable, and the advantages on the
side of the enemy, he should examine the ground
critically as he went out there. and report to me
the nearest position In the immediate neighbor-
hood of Gettysburg where a concentration of the
army would be more advantageous than at Get-
tysbarg.

Early in the evening of July 1, T should sup-
posc about 6 or 7 o’clock, I received a report from
General Hancock, I think in person, giving me
such an account of a position in the neigh-
borhood of Gettysburg which could be occupied
by my army, as causcd me at once to determine
to fight a battle at that point; having reason to
belleve, from the account given to me of the opera-
tions of July 1, that the encmy were coucentrating
there, Therefore, without any reference to, but
entirely ignoring the preliminary order [the order
for the general line of Pipe Clay creek), which
was a mere contingent one, and intended only to
be exccuted under certain circumstances which
had not occurred, and therefore the order fell to
the ground, the arny was ordered immediately
to concentrate, and that night did concentrate on
the field of Gettysburg, where the battle was
eventually fought,

The report referred to by General
Meade, in the foregoing extract, as
having been received by him about 6
or 7 p. M., and which he thinks was
from me in person, was a message sent
by me from the ficld by my aide-de-
camp, Major W. G. Mitchell. About
4 p. M. I sent that officerwith a ver-
bal mcssage to General Meade, de-
scribing the state of afluirs on the ficld
at that time, and informing him that
T could hold the position until night-
fall, and that I thought that the place
to fight our battle. Major Mitchell’s
report to me states that he arrived at
General Meade’s headquarters about 6
P. M., delivered my message to the
General in person, and that General
Meade replied, ‘I shall order up the
troops.” Other and later messages in
writing were sent to General Mcade.

General Meade, on page 348 of the
report of the Committee on the Con-
duct of the War, continues:

About 1 o'clock on the 1st of July I received the
sad Intelligence of the fall of General Reynolds,
and the actual engagetnent of my troops =t Get-
tysburg. Previous to receiving this intellizence
I bhad had a long consultation with General Han-
cock, and explained to him fully my views as to
my determination to fight in front, if practicable ;

if not, then to the rear or to the right or the left,
as circumstances wmight require. Without any
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farther reflection than the fact that Generel Rey-
nolds was the ofiicer upon whom I had relied un-
der my instructions, and anxious to have some
one in front who understood and who could carry
ont my views, I directed General Hancock to pro-
ceed to Gettysburg and take command of the
troops there, and particularly to advise me of the
condition of affairs there, and the practicability of
fighting a battle there.

On page 349 he says:

I will call the attention of the committee to an-
other despatch recelved by me from General Bu-
ford, marked *1," and dated 20 minutes past 8
o'clock, and which must have been received by
me after General Hancock had gone to the front.
1 read it to show that my sending General Han-
cock there was in a measure justified by the opin-
fon of that distinguished officer, General Buford,
now deceased.

The despatch from General Buford,
then at Gettysburg, mentioned by
General Meade, reads thus:

HEeADQUARTERS FrrsT CAVALRY DIVISIOR, }

July 1, 1833—20 minutes past 8.
General Pleasonton.

T am satisfied that Longstreet and Hill have
made a junction. A tremendous battle has been
raging since 9 1-2 A. x., with varying success.
At the present moment the battle is razing on the
road to Cashtown, and in short cannon range of
this town ; the enemy'slineis a semicirele on the
height from north to west. General Reynolds
was killed early this morning. In my opinion
there secms to be no directing person.

Joux Brrorp,
Brizadler General of Volunteers.

We need help now.

. Burorp.

I have also in my possession a letter
informing me that General Buford
earlier in the day, directly after Gen-
eral Reynolds’s death, wrote a de-
spatch to General Meade in the note
book of his signal officer, Lieutenant
A. B Jerome, which throws a still
stronger light upon his views of how
matters were going upon the field at
that time, and the necessity for a *‘ di-
recting person” there. The letter is
as follows:

New Yorx, October 18, 1865,
Major General Hancock.

GENERAL : A few moments after the death of
Major General Reynolds the late General Buford
wrote a short despatch in my note book to Major
Gceneral Meade. If that message could be found,
it would add still greater lustre to your well won
reputation. The pnrport of that despatch was
this : ¢ For God's sake, send up Hancock. Every-
thing is going at odds, and we need a controlling
spirit.” Yet, General, in all the parnde that has
taken place since, of names and Incidents, mem-
orfes oratorical and poetical, from Edward Ever-
ett to General Howard, have you not noticed that
your friend, the heroic Buford, has been nearly
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disrezarded ? I was a young Heutenant and staff
oilicer, and loved the General, and I am sure you
will pardon me if I call your attention to this in-
Justice.

A squadron of the * First Cavalry division ' en-
tered Gettysburg, driving the few pickets of the
enemy before them. The General and staff took
quarters in a hotel near the seminary. As signal
oflicer I was sent to look out for a prominent po-
sition and watch the movementa of the enemy.
As early as 7 A. M. I reported their advance, and
took my station in the steeple of the ¢ Theologi-
cal Seminary.” General Buford came up and
looked at them through my glass, and then form-
ed his small cavalry force. The encmy pressed
us inyoverwhelming numbers, and we would have
been obliged to retreat, but looking in the diree-
tion of Emmettsburg, ! called the attention of the
General to an army corps advancing, some two
miles distant, and shortly distinguished it as the
“First,” on account of their * corps flag.” The
General held on with as stabborn a front as ever
faced an enemy for half an hour unaided, against
a whole corps of the rebels, when General Rey-
nolds and a few of his staff rode up on a gallop,
and hgiled the General, who was with me {n the
steeple, our lines being but shortly advanced. In
a familiar manner General Reynolds asked Buford
“how things were going," and received the char-
acteristic answer, ““Let'a go and sec.” In leas
than thirty minutes Reynolds was dead, his corps
engaged against fearful odds, and Howard only in
sight from my station, while the enemy were ad-
vancing on the right flank in numbers as large as
our whole front. It was then the despatch before
alluded to was written. I carried a verbal mes-
sage to General H., 'asking him to ** double quick *
for life ordeath. When evening came the enemy
had possession of the town, but many of the First
division rode round rather than retreat through it,

Excuse me, General, but it will be difficult to
find a parallel in history to the resistance made
by a small force of cavalry agalost such odds of
infantry men, :

This letter has been suggested by a paragraph
in the New York papers, stating that you had just
returned from Gettysburg, and giving an account
of your remarks, etc. Will you not, General, en-
deavor to bring General Buford's name more
prominently forward ?

Every one knows that he ‘‘in his day " was
“first and foremost." I have the honor to en-
close an extract from his report, which will show,
1 presume, that I speak from actual experience.

I have the honor to be, General,

Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
A. B. JERONE.

As commander of our forces at Get-
tysburg, just after my arrival on the
field, I sent Geary's division of the
Twelfth corps, which had just arrived,
to occupy the ground to the left, near
Round Top, commanding the Gettys-
burg and Emmettsburg road, as well
as the Gettysburg and Taneytown road
to our rear. This was a part of Gen-
eral Blocum's corps; and although I
had not been directed by General
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Meade to assume command of other
than the First, Third, and Eleventh
corps, I felt that in the urgency of the
case (not having heard of General 8lo-
cum’s arrival in person), and sceing
that division approaching the field, my
duty as commander required me to
place it at the point where it would
best protect our left and rear. In De-
cember, 1863, more than two years af-
ter the battle, I reccived from General
Geary the subjoined letter, relating to
my disposition of his division on the
occasion above described:

NEw CUMBERLAND, CuMBERLAND Co., PA.,

December 5, 1865.

Major General Oancock.

DEAR GENERAL : While in Washington Ifailed
to obtain access to my report on the battle of
Gettysburg.

Upon my return here I examined my retained
copy, and I find that portion of it relating to the
occupancy of the extreme left of the line under
your orders is tolerably satisfactory. It is as fol-
lows:

¢ Not finding General Howard (to whom I was
ordered to report), I reported to Major Gencral
Hancock, commanding Second corps, who in-
formed me the right could maintain itself, and
the immediate ncedof a division on the left was
imperative. By his direction, upon this threat-
ening energency, I took a position on the extreme
left of the line of battle, as the enemy were re-
ported to be attempting to flank it, and cavalry
were already skirmighing in front of that position.

“At5P. M. this mo t was consu ted,
and my line extended at that time from about
half a mile west of the Baltimore turnpike, the
left of the First A. C., to a range of hills soath
and west of the town, which I occnpied with two
regiments of the First brigade. These hills I re-
garded as of the utmost importance, since their
posecssion by the enemy would give him an op-
portunity of enfllading our entire left wing and
centre with a fire which could not fali to dislodge
us from our position.

“This line was held by the First and Third
brigades. The Sccond brigade, with two pieces
of Battery K, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, pursuant to
orders from Major Gencral Slocum, were detached
during the march to take position in reserve on
the immediate left of the turnpike, about two
miles from Gettysburg.

# No serious attack was made upon me at either
point, the speedy formation of thec line on the
left frustrating the encmy's dcsigns, which
would, if successful, have proved so disastrous to
the entire position. The command rested on
their arms during the night.”

Most respectfully submitted for your informs-
tion.

Your devoted friend,
JNo. W. GEARY,
Brevet Major General.

Major General G. K. Warren, Chief
Engincer of the Army of the Potomac,

GETTYSBURG.
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testified before the Committee on the
Conduct of the War:

On the morning of the 1st of July we got infor-
mation from General Buford that the enemy were
moving down upon him at Gettysburg, from the
direction of Fairfleld. I do not know how orders
were issued ; but I know that about that time
General Reynolds moved forward to the support
of General Buford, passing through the town of
Gettysburg, and engaged the enemy there. This
news came in very early in the morning. Gene-
ral Meade ordered me to go to Gettysburg to ob-
tain information about it, and examine the
ground. In consequence of mistaking my road, Kk
went to Emmettsburg, a little out of the way.
Almost at the same time that I left news came
down that General Reynolds had been killed.
General Meade then sent up General Hancock,
with discretionary orders, I think, either to hold
that place, if he thought it a good one, or, if not,
then to fall back to the line of Pipe creek, keep-
ing Gencral Meade informed. General Hancock
got there a little before I did. At that time Gen-
eral Reynolds’s corps, the First corps, had fallen
back protty badly damaced. and what there was
of the Eleventh corps (Iloward's), that had gone
out to help him, was coming back in great confa-
sion. General Howurd was then on Cemetery
ridge with one division. General Buford's caval-
ry was all in line of battle between our position
there and the encmy. Our cavalry presented a
very handsome front, and I think probably
checked the advance of the enemy. General
Hancock made a great deal of personal effort to
get our troops into position ; and I think his per-
sonal appearance there did a great deal toward re-
storing order.

I went over the ground with General Hancock,
and we came to the conclusion that if that posi-
tion could be held until nicht, it would be the
best place for the army to fight on if the army
was attacked, General Hancock himself reported
that to General Meade, who ordered all the army
up to that position.

I bave now given more than suffi-
cient evidence, of a nature not to be
questioned, to prove that I was sent to
Gettysburg, when General Reynolds'’s
death or fatal wounds became known
to General Meade, to assume com-
mand of our forces there; that I did
assume such command at once upon
my arrival, and held the same, with all
its great responsibilities, until nearly
dark that evening, when I transferred
it to General Slocum about 7 P. M. ; and
that General Howard was well aware
of all the facts connected therewith;
and I think also that I have fully
shown tho incorrectness and specious-
ness of his statement that it did not
strike him ‘‘that Hancock, without
troops, was doing more than directing
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matters a8 & temporary chief of staff
for Meade.”

The inaccuracies in the *‘ Atlantic ”
article are glaring, and it is important
in the interests of truthful history
that they should be pointed out; but
they are not so certain to convey un-
reliable information concerning the
battle of Gettysburg as similar errors
embraced in his official report, which
will be a public record for all time,
and which I have scen since my atten-
tion was attracted to that article. In
his official report of his operations at
Gettysburg to the Adjutant General
of the Army of the Potomac, dated
August 81, 1863, which was made
when he had all the facts fresh in his
mind, and presumably the order to
which he refers before his eyes, General
Howard says:

General Hancock came to me about this time
(4:30 P. u.), and said General Meade had sent
him on learning the state of affairs; that he had
given him his instructions while under the im-
pression that he was my senior.”

This proves that General Howard
contradicts himself. In this report he
admits that when I arrived upon the
field he knew General Meade had sent
me to supersede him, and in his article
he says it did not strike him then
‘¢ that Hancock, without troops, was
doing more than directing matters as
a temporary chief of staff for Meade.”
If he stands by his report, he falls by
his article; if he stands by his article,
he falls by his report. But the fact is
that he falls by both, for both state-
ments, as he makes them, are incor-
rect as well as contradictory. I have
shown that his statement in his article
that I implied that General Meade had
sent me to represent him ‘‘as Butter-
field, the chief of staff, would have
done, on the field of battle,” has no
foundation in fact. I now most em-
phatically assert that I made no such
statement to General Howard as that
contained in the foregoing extract
from his report. General Meade was
well aware that General Howard was
my senior, as Major General of Volun-
teers, before I left Taneytown for the
front, because, a8 I said in the begin-
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ning, I called his attention to the fact
before I separated from him, and his
answer to me was that the Secretary
of War had authorized him to make
such changes as he saw fit in his com-
manders, and that any such changes
made by him would be sustained by
the Secretary and the President.

Nor was this the only instance dur-
ing the Gettysburg campaign in which
General Meade superseded command-
ers by their juniors in rank. On that
very occasion when I was about set-
ting out from Tancytown for Gettys-
burg, as I have already stated, he
placed General Gibbon in command of
the Second corps, although General
Caldwell, commanding the First divi-
sion, was senior to Gibbon, who com-
manded the Second division of that
corps. He also superseded General
Doubleday, in command of the First
corps, on the battleficld, by General
Newton, his junior, as is well known,
and as General Doubleday states in his
testimony before the Committee on the
Conduct of the War; and both Gibbon
and Newton held the commands thus
assigned them until the close of the
battle.

General Howard is careful to forget
that I assumed command of the left
wing of our army at all on the first
day. As bearing on the subject, I at-
tach an extract giving a striking de-
scription of these occurrences at the
time I took command of the left wing
at Gettysburg, written by the late
Brigadier General C. H. Morgan,
United States Army, then my chief of
staff, who accompanied me to the bat-
tletield from Taneytown:

About 8:30 he (General Hancock) reached Cem-
etery hill, Near the cemetery gate he met Gene-
ral Howard, and announced that he had been or
dered to assume command. General Howard did
not ask to see the order, but remarked that he was
pleased that General Hancock had come. No time
was spent in conversation, the pressing duty of
the moment, It was evident, being to establish or-
der in the confused mass on Cemctery hill,

Buford's cavalry was holding the front in the
most gallant manner ; the horse holders in some
fnstances voluntarily giving up their horses to re-
treating infantrymen and going themselves to the
skirmish line. General Buford himself was on
Cemetery hill with General Warren, where Gene-
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ral Hancock met them for a moment. Generals
Howard, Baford, and Warren all assisted in form-
ing the troops. By threats and persuasion the
tide lowing along the Baltimore turnpike was di-
verted, and lincs of battle formed behind the
stone walls on either side of the roud. To show
the disorder into which General Howard's troops
had been thrown by the unequal contlict they had
waged during the day, it is only necessary to men-
tion that 1,500 fugitives were collected by the pro-
vost guard of tiue Twelfth corps somc miles {n
rear of the fleld.

Wadsworth's division and Hall's Fifth Maine
battery were at once sent to the western slope of
Calp's hill, which important position they held
during the entire battle. The brave Wadsworth
was by no means daunted or weakened by the
day’s work, but was still full of fizht.

The lines having been so established as to deter
the enemy from further advance, General Han-
cock despatched his senior aide, Mujor Mitchell,
with a verbal message to General Meade, * that
General Hancock could hold Cemetery hill until
nightfall, and that he considered Gettysburg the
place to fight the coming battle.” Major Mitchell
left Gettysburg about 4 o'clock, and arrived at
Taneytown before 6 o'clock. Having delivered
his message to General Meade, the latter replied,
1 will send up the troops.”

The following is the disposition of the troops
as made by General Hancock : The First corps—
except Wadsworth's division, which was placed
as above—was on the right and left of the Tancy-
town road. The Eleventh corps was on its right,
on both sides of the Baltimore turnpike.

Apparently to make his claim for
honors at Gettysburg still stronger,
General Howard (page 59) says: *‘I
know that afterward General Hancock
said in substance to Vice-President
Hamlin concerning this battle: ‘The
country will never know how much it
owes to your Maine General, How-
ard.’ ”

In regard to this I have only to say
that I have rarely lost an opportune
occasion to speak in exalted terms of
the Maine troops who served under me
during the war; and in conversation
with General Howard’s friends, I have
never felt called upon to dissent from
their clains for faithful services ren-
dered by him during the period of his
connection with the Army of the Po-
tomac, in which he held high com-
mand, and in whose battles he lost an
arm, and often risked his life.

Irecollect an accidental conversation
with the distinguished citizen of
Maine referred to, whom I met at St.
Paul, Minnesota, and it is probable
that the character and services of the
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Maine troops were mentioned then, and
those of General Howard as well. I
do not now recall the conversation in
detail, but I am well satisfied that if
the gentleman informed General How-
ard that I made the remarks concern-
ing him which he quotes in his article
in the ‘¢ Atlantic Monthly,” he either
misunderstood my meaning, and ap-
plied what I said of the Maine men to
General Howard personally, or that he
had forgotten the exact purport of
what I did say.

In concluding this subject General
Howard (pages 60-61) says: “Of
course it will make very little differ-
ence to posterity whether I served un-
der Hancock unwittingly for two
hours and a half or not, but it is of
importance to me and mine to explain
the facts of the case.” Whatever pos-
terity may think of the matter, if it
think anything at all, it might just as
well have ‘‘the facts of the case” as
they transpired. That General How-
ard ‘‘served under Hancock unwit-
tingly for two hours and a half” on
that occasion is certainly not a fact. On
the contrary, that I assumcd absolute
command of our forces at Gettysburg
immediately on my arrival, exercising
the same for several hours, until I
transferred it to General Slocum, and
did so with the full knowledge of
General Howard, are ‘‘facts of the
case ” which cennot be refuted.

Had Gettysburg gone against us in-
stead of crowning our arms with a
great success, few would come forward
to claim the responsibilities and possi-
ble censures of those anxious hours.
Now, however, a claimant for undue
honors steps forward, and I have found
it neccssary to show in part what his
claim is worth. I have heretofore
avoided making any publication con-
cerning the operations of my command
during our civil war, and any writings
other than my official reports save
when called upon to correct mistakes
or verify facts for others. For myself
I have been quite content to leave the
historian of the future to say what was
the valae of the services I was enabled
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to render my country during the peri-
od of her great extremity. As the
terrible contest at Gettysburg'contrib-
uted in its results probably more than
any other battle of the war to the
maintenance of the Union in its in-
tegrity, so, far above private interests
or individual reputations rises the
great renown won on that field by the
grand old Army of the Potomac.
Cemetery hill has since become con-
secratcd ground. The place where
General Howard was superseded in
command on the first day of the fight
i3 now covered with the graves of
thousands of gallant soldiers whose
bones lie buried at the base of the
beautiful monumental column which
commemorates their fame. Two of
the marble statues ornamenting the
pedestal personify War and History.
War, symbolized by a soldier resting
from the conflict, narrates to History
the story of the struggle, and the deeds
of the martyr-heroes who fell in that
famous battle. In remembrance of
those noble comrades who laid down
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their lives for the general weal, it
were simply sacrilege for any survivor
to pour into the ears of History an in-
correct account of the contest, still
more to assume to himself honors be-
longing perhaps less to the living than
to the dead.

The historian of the future who es-
says to tell the tale of Gettysburg un-
dertakes an onerous task, a high re-
sponsibility, a sacred trust. Above
all things, justice and truth should
dwell in his miod and heart. Then,
dipping his pen as it were in the crim-
son tide, the sunshine of heaven light-
ing his page, giving *‘honor to whom
honor is due,” doing even justice to
the splendid valor alike of friend and
foe, he may tell the world how the
rain descended in streams of fire, and
the floods came in billows of rebellion,
and the winds blew in blasts of frater-
nal execration, and beat upon the fab-
ric of the Federal Union, and that it
fell not, for, resting on the rights and
liberties of the people, it was founded
upon a rock.

‘WixrieLD 8. HaXxcock.

PRIDE.

HAD a little rosebud given to me;
I dropped it as I wore it one fair day:
I would not turn to seek it—no; for then
‘Twere plain I prized it; so I went my way.

18
I had a love that made my life a joy;
It seemed to falter, one bright summer day:
I could have won it back with but a smile:
I would not smile, and so I went my way.

giin
O pride, thou stealcst our most treasured things—
Things which to gain we’d risk all else beside !
Lost, lost, my rosebud, lost my love, alas !
I might have found them but for thee, O pride !
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